


; 
WU 
lac 


ET 





THE CHRISTIAN VISITANT. 


——=9 10! 9/0 /O1e!2:-——_- 


BY A LAYMAN. 








~ — — 


= = = 





—- = 


“ NOCTURNA VERSATE MANU, VERSATE DIURNA.” 





“ BE THESE YOUR STUDIES BY DAY AND BY NIGHT.” 











a 
- = ———————_— 


Vou. I. 


Sea <a 


———— w= ~ 


ALBANY, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1815, 























No. 20. 








— SE 


ESSAYS AND PARAGRAPHS, 
ORIGINAL AND SELECTED. 





+o 


REFLECTIONS ror SATURDAY EVENING. 
— j— 


« Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Teaven.” 
Marr. v. 3. 


These are the first words of the Saviour’s sermon on the mount. 
Let us for a moment imagine, that we had been of the congregation, 
to which he preached: That we knew there was, beyond the grave, 
an eternity of bliss or woe: That sensible of our degenerate and ruin- 
ed state, We felt ourselves utterly incapable of shunning the one, and 
still more of attaining the other. We know, that he who stanis be- 
fore us, is a teacher sent from God: Nay, that he is God himself, 
come to teach us this unknown and greatly desired way. We see 
him about to open his mouth. How eagerly do we bend forward to 
catch his words: How inwardly indignant do we feel, at the care- 
less jostlers around us, or even at the roughness of the wind ; lest 
through their means we shall lose some little part of his instruction. 
At length the heavenly voice falls distinctly on our ears. Its first 
sounds are—* Blessed are thé poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of Heaven.” How interesting would these words have appeared to 
us all our lives after: How should we have pondered, upon their im- 
port, and strove to govern our lives by them. Are they less interest- 
ing to us now, than they would have been had we heard them our- 
Have we less need to be taught by the Son of God, than il 
‘Then let us now treasure up 


selves ? 
we had lived Wile he was on earth ? 
his interesting words. Let us ponder upon them, to find their exact 
and definite import; then shall we know how to obtain—let us act in 
conformity to them; then shall we actually possess—the kingdom of 
Heaven. 

First. What is then this poorness of spirit? 

Secondly. How shall we ‘acquire it? 

Thirdly. What may we consider as evidences that we are destitute 
efit; and what, that we possess it ? 

First. What is poorness of spirit? We are authorised to think this 
term is used by the Saviour in a compréhensive sense; for he would 
not have promised the kingdom of heaven to the exercise of any one 
good affection, which might have existed in the mind, at the same 
time that it harboured many vices. Does it not then include a grate- 
ful sense of our obligations to God and.our dependance upon bim, to- 
gether with that sense of our present imperfeetions, which will in- 
spire us with a constant desire of elevating our characters, by bene- 
volent affections and virtuous practices towards our fellow men. } 
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Secondly. How shall we acquire this poorness of spirit? Let us 
study to form a just estimate of God, of virtue or holiness, and of our- 
selves. If we could forma just estimate of God, how would every 
better faculty of our souls turn spontaneously and continually, to the | 
delightful contemplation of bis character! How prone should we be 
'o turn our mental eyes upwards, from this scene of sin and misery ; 
and Jose ourselves in holy reverence for him! This would lead us to 
form a right estimate of virtue or holinese—to see how consistent— 
how interesting—how lovely it is. It isa principle in human nature, 
that whatever we feel indifferent about, we have no wish to practise ; 
but whatever we greatly admire, we seek and learn to imitate. He 
is not destined for a future orator, who sits frigid and vacant under 
the most touching eloquence. Mark the youth, who is hereafter to 
be a poet, as he reads the work of some favourite great progenitor in 
his art. His soul is wrapt.: His eye, with the poet’s sentiment, now 
flashes enthusiasm; now melts with tenderness; mow falls in dejec- 
tion. Scarcely can he be drawn from his delightful occupation, by 
the common avocations of life; and when he goes about them, an at- 
tentive observer can trace the same emotions, flitting across his coun: 











tenance in fainter shades, as he thinks over the beauties of his author: 
Feeble comparison to show what would be our feelings of admiration, 
could we rightly appreciate the excellence of the character of God, 
and the “ beauty of holiness.” Yet our thoughts, so ase we formed, 
will finally revert to self. How do we appear in locking down from 
perfection? Does not the question, after such contemplations, make 
us “ poor ut spirit.” Is it possible we can feel that self-complaceacy 
is 80 common among men? Doesit not excite in our minds an are 
dent desire to become virtuous and holy, as the only means of becom- 
ing in any degree satisfied with ourselves? Does it not give ua a re- 
lish for every means-of increasing in goodness—for searching the 
scriptures—for seeking the society of those, whose example will be 
calculated to bring us nearer to that standard of ravishing excellence 
on which alone our minds can dwell with perfect delight? Do we 
not feel, that-their counsels, and even their admonitions, would be 
precious tous? Ah! is it possible, that while we feel grateful te 
those, who instruct us in some trifling accomplishment—are pleased 
when they point out and give us a distinct idea of our errors, that we 
may know how to shun them, we are yet offended at a friend, who 
points out our errors, and instructs us in the great business and end of 
our probationary existence, to do our duty and abstain from sin. 

Let us now make some inquiries concerning the evidences when 
this poorness of spirit is, and when it is not possessed ; and examine 
ourselves whether or not we inherit the blessing, the Saviour pro- 
nounced, when he said—* Blessed are the poor in spirit.” 
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If we can see nothing lovely in the character of God, nothing de- 
sirxble in holiness, then are we far from inheriting this blessing. We 
may intle@d, from a wish to preserve a reputation among men, keep 
our outward conduct from gross immoralities ; but having never en- 
deavoured to formin our mind any standard of perfection, by which 
to compare our attainments, we shall merely compare ourselves with 
those about us; and here our natura! love of superiority will dictate, 
that we rather compare ourselves with the worst, than the best part 
of them. We find ourselves guiltiess of some faults that they have 
committed, and “ thank Ged that we are not as other men.” Hence, 
wrapt in pride and sel(-complacency, every avenue to real piety or to 


BACCALAUREATE ADDRESS. | 
DELIVERED BY ELIPHALET NOTT, D. D. 
PRESIDENT OF UNION COLLEGE: 
At the Commencement, on the 20th July last. 
34 Oo 

Youne GentTirmen, 

TheGod of righteousness is the friend of happiness. Henee man’s 
duty and his interest are inseparable. ‘This has sometimes been 


doubted : sometimes even explicitly denied. In remote antiquity 
there lived those who said, I# is in vain to serveGod : and whal profit 














advancement in virtue is barred; for why should we seek to be bet- | is i¢ chat we have ke pt his erdinances ? 
ter, when we consider ourselves already good enough? or why should| = ‘'I'o adopt this gloomy hypothesis, so fatal to the eternal interests 
we seek to be good when we can see nothing desirable in goodness ?| of mankind, was not peculiar to those who lived in remote antiquily. 
This is the character of the world, but the Christian is not of the | Now, as formerly, there are profane mien, who, with respect to all the " 
f world. [tis a common remark, that the saint whose life exhibits the ' rewards of virtue, are utter sceptics. Both experience and chserva- ‘ 
most striking virtues will always be fouad the most humble. This) tion are appealed to; and as if this transitory life were the whole of . 
i undoubtedly is true, and the reason of it is, that he has clearer views, man, it is triumphantly asserted, That he proud are happy ; that those 
of the glory and loveliness of God and virtue. Hence he obtains in, who werk wickedness are set up, and those who tempt God are de- . 
: his mind, a high standard of perfection, and with this, not with his) Jivered. t! 
} weak and wicked fellow mortals, he compares himself; and how much Nor is it profane men only who have misecontrued, avd who stil! 7 
h, more must the eminent saint, fall short of satisfying himself when he | miscontrue, on this article, the ways of providence. The saint of Jt 
' thus compares, than the most abominable sinner, who but compares | Uz, the Psalmist of Israel, and even Solomon himeelf, than whom a ” 
i himself with those around him. Such a saint, in those hours when he | wiser prince has not lived, was embarrassed at the seeming prosperity es 
| feels most deeply the difference of what he is, from what he wishes to ; of the wicked. : 18 
i, be; when he reflects that his passions have prompted him to practise A bewildering obscurity does indeed hang over this part of the di- eh 
what he hates—he then, in poorness of spirit indeed, exclaims——“ Oh! | vine economy. ‘T'v a short-sighted aud superficial observer, that ba- wi 
i wretehed man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this | lance in which the actions of men are weighe., seems to be held with m 
t death!” Repairing to the foot of the cross, he pathetically cries— {an equal hand, ‘To say the least, it is not always, and at every ne 
i “ Unclean! unclean! God be merciful to me a sioner!” | stage of being, apparent, that God regards the righteous more than the ae 
1 But, my Christian friends, iet us show our humility most in our | wicked ; aud because this is not always apparent, men of perverse 
) lives. Let us not deceive ourselves, nor impiously think to deceive | minds presumptuously infer that he does not. anc 
i our God, by an ostentatious display of it, in speaking much of our ori- The divine care, say they, if indeed there be any divine care, is ate 
{ ginal depravity, and using many expressions, that import vileness | extended alike to all. No partiality is discoverable in the distribu- “~ 
! With regard to our general character, while we stand armed with pride | tion of His most public ‘and important gifts. Air, and water, and ite 
i todefend it in every particular instance, without stoppiug to consider | sunshine, are as free as they are abundant. Does food statedly pry 
| whether it be juctly or unjustly attacked. Alas! my brethren, if we | nourish and sleep refresh the pious ? so they do the impious. The ae 
\ properly estimated ourselves, we should see faults enough of our actual | flocks of the latter are as vigorous, their pastures are as green and “ 
a and daily commission, to humble us in the dust, before the throne of | their husbandry as productive as those of the other. No flowe: ~n 
" God’s mercy. We should be grateful for the admonitions of our | withers as the sinner plucks it; the earth sinks not beneath his un- rn 
i friends, and patient under the taunts of our enemies We should | haliowed tread, nor does the sun avert its beams from his heaven ms 
meekly seek assistance from God’s word, to know and do his will; | directed eye. ry 
and devoutly pray. that he would lift up the light of his countenance If God be the rewarderof virtue, why do transgressors live ? And yet ed ja 
upon us, that, by that light, we may see our own unworthiness, and they dolive: More than this—they prosper, ‘Those who are hampered ine 
i, | 80 possess that poorness of spirit which his Son has blessed, and to | by the restraints of duty are overibrown by them, and through crimes with 
which, by his immutable word, is annexed the Kingdom of Heaven. | and blood they force their way to place and power. His saints ery to veale 
H. him; but he hears them not: They present their claim; but it is Bu 
fp disregarded. Rags cover them, and they are fed with the bread of the ar 
TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. bitterness ; a conclusive evidence that there is vo God, or that vir- ence i 
Fl is earnestly requested to continue the correspondence, commenced in this number. tue is of littie estimation in his sight. is as { 
Pastor is gratefu ly received ; und we hope fox future favours from the same soufée. Thus argue the enemies of religion. But Iet no young adventu- prover 
HT It should appear in our next, hed we vot written a number which moust appear then, or be | rer ; Jet no aspiring candidate for glory be misguided by it. Al! that volupt 
; raitr quveh.ageptn s sabprana Beat Qe equally ta: sensce the geek sRer- has been said, or that can be said in favour of a theory so humbling animal 
; We need not recommend Dr. Norr’s Address, which follows, to the serious perusal of : , : be 
Hi our readers, since, like all the productions of that gentleman's pen, it will command and to man, so derogatory to God, is mere sophistry ;, sophistry disguised limits | 
i remunerate atteoti-n. indeed, but gross and palpable. quanti 
P 
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Because the réward of virtue is not in every instance simultaneous 
with the act, does it follow that it has no reward? Waits not the 
husbandman for the fruits of his industry until the harvest ?. And yet 
who pretends that his care and labour are flung away? Noone. On 
the contrary, all say, as he goes forth weeping to scatter the precious 
seed, Doubtless he will return rejoicing, bearing his sheaves with him. 
tan that be true, where religion is concerned, that would be false 
with respect to all things else ? 

Let the rash theorist remember, that he has seen but a very small 
part of man’s existence, and that part too which is only inceptive and 
preparatory. Conclusions dfaiwn from a part to the whole, are al- 
ways defective, and in this instance may prove as fatal as fallacious, 
Be it remembered, that the race must be finished ere the prize is wou : 
chieved before it can be expected that 
The unjust stew- 


That the victory must be a 
the crown should be placed on the victor’s brow. 
ard, as well as the just, retained his talent (ill the day of reckoning. 

It isnot the equivocal fact of having been entrusted with a few 
more pieces of money, or a spot of earth a little larger than others, but 
the retribution that follows the use or the abuse of that trust, which 
conveys to the universe, the evidence of God’s eter@@l and impartial 
justice. To ascertain whether religion be or be not advantageous, 
something more than the fugitive joys and sorrows of this illusive 
world must be considered. Is what we see the whale of being ? or 
is there an after scene? And if so what is its duration? What its 
character? And will that which precedes give a complexion to that 
which follows ? ‘hese are questions which awaken a solemn inter- 
est, and questions too, which must be answered, before it is possible 
{o pronounce, with even a shadow of truth, upon the destiny of 
man. 

Yrue, the nllimate reward 
and not of sight; but of faith, however, resting on high and responsi- 
a of nature, all the economy of pro- 


of virtue, is at present a matter of faith 


ble authority. All the phenomen 


vidence, all the forebodings of the heart oi 
th comes the judgment. 


man, intimate, what the 


scriptures deciare, Thet after de The impious 


may sneer; the sceptic may Gou hf, ard ath ss , and conjecture ; but 
the face of all this evidence, affirm, that he knows 


And tf he dere not, then even the sceptic 


dare even he, in 
that this is not the case ° 


being judge, the interests of virtue may be secure, and the rapturous | 


anticipations of Saut of 'Tarsus well founded, who in the near approach 


of death triumphantly exclarmed, I have fought the good fight! And 
‘Varsus be well founded, 


should the rapturous anticipation of 

how will stand the balance of account? At! 

ed in the balance of the sanctuary, bonds, and stripes, 
are only light affictions, unworthy 


Saul ot 
hearer! when weigh- 
and imprison- 
ments, 
with that exceeding and eternal weight of glory hereafter to be re- 
vealed. 

But eternity apar', 
the arrogant assumption, that it has not, fo whatever period of exiat- 
ence it be limited, or to whatever part of God's creation it be apptied, 
is as false in fact as it ic impious in theory. Noi that ils heaven ap- 
proved possessor, is uniformly, or even usually signalized by what the 
voluptuous call prosperity. And what though he is not? Is he an 
animal merely, that his health and thrift should be estimated by the 
limits or the luxuriance of the pasture in which he ranges, or by the 
quantity of fodder that is fung before him by his keeper? In testing 


it is not true that religion has no reward; and 


to be put in competition | 
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his well-being, the things that concern the body are of small account. 
Here, as elsewhere, 


*“* The mind’s the measure of the man.’ 


Food and raiment, to an incarnate spirit, are desirable ; but they are 
not the only things that areso. To such a spirit the precious metals 
have their value; but there are other gifts within the compass of 
God's almightiness, quite as valuable as the precious metals. So 
David, having made the experiment, decided ; so Solomon, having 
made the experiment, decided. Not all the honours royalty could 
confer; not all the luxuries that affluence could procure, furnished, in 
their impartial estimation, so pure or so perfect a pleasure, as that 
which is conveyed to the heart through the consecrated channel of 
devotion: Nor is devotion the only channel of delight refined and 
exquisite. 

Virtue, in all its aegis, carries with it a reward. In the exercise of 
conscious rectitude; in the performance of charitable offices ; in 
feeding the poor; in ministering to the sick; in consoling the mourn- 
er; and in guiding the inquiring.souls in the way to heaven, there is 
a blessedness so holy, so divine, that the gross delights of sensuality 
and the corrosive joys of avarice and ambition are in comparison only 
disguised inisery. 

There is much illusion in that apparent glory which wealth and 
honour seem to throw around the sinner. None but a novice will 
estimate a man’s happiness by the extent of his possessions. Solomon 
is not the only one who has seen riches kept for the ewners thereof to 
theiy hurt. What were crowns and kingdoms worth, if they must be 
held by such a fenure? And yet by such a tenure, many an envied 
profligate holds whatever of wealth and honour he possesses. In 
vaio he strives to conceal his misery. He smiles and smiles, but is 
slill accursed. 


This is one of the ways in whick God in his inscrutable provi- 
dence, and notwithstanding appearances to the contrary, distinguish- 
es the righteous from the wicked. To the former, though he gives 
sparingly, he gives in mercy, and it becomes a double blessing. To 
the latter he gives bountifully, but he gives in wrath, and it proves a 
curse. Hence the favourites of the world are forever repining at 

And well they may repine at it. For every addition to 
unsanctified wealth only corrodes the beart with new cares and agi- 
tates the bosom with new desires. Yhis is net exaggeration. J ap- 
peal to fact. Long and often has the experiment been tried. Among 
those prayerless sinners whom 30 many have accounted happy, 
wealth has been distributed. But with whet effect? Has ambition 
or has avarice ever been heard to say it is 
enough? No: never. Onthe contrary, both, hungry as the grave, cry 
give—give! And God does give. But still the cry is repeated, and 
will continue to be repeated, till death stifics it ; for it is p rompted by 
an appetite that is never satiated, and by a thirst that is never 
quenched. 

Selfishness may possess the world, only ean 
enjoy it. Better ts a dry morsel with coutentment than a house full of 
sacrifices mith strife. 
slaves he commands, or the domains which he calls bis own: 


their lot. 


any where been satisfied ? 


but benevolence 


It is not the fiocks that a maa aumbers; the 
It is 
not the palace he inhabits, the crown on his head or the eceptre in his 
hand; but the amount of blessedness he derives fram them, that is to 
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' stroys the sensibility ; it perverts the taste, and sheds over the in- 
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be taken into the account, in ascertaining whether mercy or venge- 
auce Se*the predominant feature of his lot. ‘The devout eye, that 
only glances, in passing over the fields, and groves, and gardens, which 
display so many and such inticing beauties around some licentious 


court or inhospitable mansion house, often derives more happivess | 


from the scene, than is ever derived from it by the graceless and 


haughty owner. 
There is a beclouding and a beaumbing influence in sin. 


It de- 
tellectual and moral eye a sombrous and a sickly light, in which kea- 
yen, and earth, and nature, and art, appear alike dim and gloryless. 
No providence is seen; no parents’ love is recognized; no pulse of 
joy; no throb of gratitude is felt. A dismal ennui consumes the soli- 
tary hour, and even the social revel is but heartless affectation and 
mimic mirth. O God! it is by prosperity that thou dost inflict 
upon the wicked thy strange vengeance. Their bane is the mercies 
which they receive but acknowledge not—and not acknowledging 
them, they cease to be mercies. It was ordained of old that it 
should be so, and so it is, That virtue enjoys more even of this world 
in rags and cottages, than vice does in robes and courts; and it were 
better, hell and heaven out of question, to subsist like Lazarus on 
erumbs sweetened by submission, than to revel at luxurious banquets. 
with Dives and his faithless guests. 

But neither to saints nor sinuers is life made up of banquets. This 
world presents not a uniform, but a mixed scene. The light and 
And if to all there are some days of sunshine 
‘These must 








shade are blended. 
and joy, so to all there are some of darkness and woe. 
be substracted, and the balance of pains and pleasures struck, before 
we ean pronounce with safety on the comparative blessedness of the 
righteous and the wicked. ‘Though the former were !ess affluent anc 
honoured, and more despised and trampled on than they are, it would 
not follow, that they were less happy or less favoured of God on that 
aecount. Are their afflictions great ? So also, and more abundantly 
may be their consolations.. I am aware that the history of godliness 
is a history filled with ol jects of terror, and that many of its scenes 
are drawn in characters of blood. 1am aware, that persec:tion has 
often prepared her racks and kindled her fires; that men of the purest 
virtue and of the holiest faith have been seen to pine in dungeons and 


to wander inexile. But neither dungeons nor exile were to them so 


great an evilas their persecutors had imagined. Not sighs but songs 
were heard from that prison where Pauf and Silas were cunfired.— | 
As cheery as wakeful, at midaight, when deliverance came, it found 
them praying and singing psalms. Nor were Paul and Silas the only 
saints that have rejoiced in tribulation. Usually, if not uniformly, 
the confessor’s faith has supported him; nor has the martyr’s heart 





been broken by the stroke that felled his body. And how should the 
martyr’s heart be broken by the stroke that felled his body? ‘The | 
afflictions of the righteous differ in their nature, and in their design, 
essentially from those of the wicked, to whom the arm of the Al- 
mighty is a scourge, aud who, when the world forsakes them, have 
no deliverer. To the one the cup of sorrow is salutary and mingled 
with mercy; to the other it is deleterious and overflows with 


wrath. 
The great refiner, subjects both precious metal and the vile, to the 





action of fre; but for very different purposes. It is to purify the 


_ 
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one; it is to consume the other; and his purposes. are aecomplished. 
The one is consumed, the other purified. 

Often have the sublimest virtues, the holiest affections been evoly- 
ed by the influence of sorrow. How much has this globe of earth 
risen in importance; how much has the race of man been exalted: 
how much has the universe gained of goodness and glory, by the 2 
flictions through which the saints have been called to pass? Aht | 
had the trial of virtue been dispensed with; and had there been no 
such thing in the economy of providence, as tribulation to the righte- 
ous, the example of Abraham, and Moses, and David, would have 
been lost: ‘The example of the Aposies and of the martyrs would 
have been lost : The feld of moral beauty narrowed and sullied, and 
the record of the tenderest incidents striken from the history of the 
world. What good man,. what friend of God and of righteousness, 
would have been willing, had the question been submitted to his 
choice—what good man would have been willing to purchase tempo- 
ral ease and affluence by sueh a sacrifice? Noone. It is good for 
the inhabitants of the earth; it is good for the inhabitants of heaven: 
it is good for the saints themselves, that they have been afflicted. — 
And we may consecrate, therefore, ang apply without the same in- 
certitude, the words which the exiled dineas addressed to his despon+ 
ing followera— 


**O passi graviora ! dabit Deus his quoque finem. 
+ — revocate animos, meestinuquc timorem 





“ Mittite; forsan et hee olim mewminisse juvabit'"’ 

But what crowns the argument, so far as earth and time are con- 
cerned, is this, That virtue, which in affliction enjoys greater consola- 
tion, ir death suffers less misery. 

Whatever weaithand hor»ur may be worth to the living, they are 
nothing to the dead; nothing even to the dying! That decisive 
change sunders all the ties that bind a mortal to the world. The 
hour of dissolution is emphatically the hour of trial: Then, more 
than atany other period, the affrizhted, agonized vielim feels depend- 
ence and seeds assistance: And if there be any thing of power to 
give this; any thing of power to abate the horrors and cheer the 
darkness of the death scene, the bestowment of rar, more than any: 
other token within the gift of Providence, ascertains who those ave 
among the dwellers on the earth, whom the God. of Heaven delights 
to favour and to honour. There is rua of power to do this. The 
ealin and tranquil; the rapturous and triumphant death of thou- 
sands isin proof of it. 

The hope of eterna! life; the sweet assurance of forgiven sin; the 
smile of redeeming mercy; the sight of heaven, breaking on the sou! 
through the twilight of that long, dismal night, of which death seems 
hut the commencement; there is something so precious, so consoling, 
so divine, in such an exit from the world, that were it attainable oal: 
by a life of perpetual martyrdom, I should still devoutly pray to God, 
Let me, even on such teens, dic the death of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his. Yes, even on such terms, I should account the 


4 
good man blessed : Yes, even on such terms, I should covet the con- 


fezsor’s dungeon—I should covet the martyr’s stake. 

Ah, beloved pupils! we may here, and at the moment of separa- 
tion, discuss the comparative advantages of vice and virtue; but it is 
not here that we can feel the full force of that discussion. You will 
not know how much religion profiteth, till you have left this seat of 











th 
1; 
af- 
ht 


ho 


Ve 


:0n- 
ola- 


are 
sive 
The 
yore 
end- 
r to 

the 
any’ 
are 
ghts 
The 
hou- 


the 
soul 
ems 
ling, 
onl; 
God, 
i my 
t the 
/ con: 


para- 
t it is 
1 will 
“at of 


THE CHRISTIAN VISITANT. 


science, till you have visited the abodes of sorrow, till you have stood 
by the pillow of the dying.—W hat am I saying? You will not know 
this, till you have made the grand decisive experiment yourselves; 
explored the grave in person, and from the dread solemaities of the 
judgment day received instruction. Were the secrets of that great 
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_ Such considerations as these, while the great scheme of ameliora- 

ting the condition of mankind, by means of such Societies, is,in success- 
ful operation, must, it is confidently presumed, induce the greatest 
part of the virtuous members of the community to join their endeav- 
ours to those in which such Societies are engaged, and cordially co- 
operate with them. ‘The philanthropist and the moralist, the wise 


day made manifest, and made manifest they will shortly be, there and the good in every age have employed themselves in devising 


would exist but one opinion on this subject. Revelation, even now, 
gives an anticipated discovery of those scenes, both of transport and 
ef terror, which the natural eye sees not. In its light, I beseech, I ad- 


jure you, and ere you enter on the world, make up your mind; and ; 


with God, and heaven, and hell, and judgment, and eternity, before 
your eyes, decide for yourselves, whether it be not better to suffer 
affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the delusive, degrad- 
ing, damning, pleasures of sin for a season: Aud as you decide, so 
act. ‘Time is short; eternity is at stake; and the moments are on 
the wing that will decide youg fate forever. 

O, God! look down with pitying eye on this group of beings, now 
to be dispersed ; and wheresoever they may wander, so guide their 
inexperienced steps, that they may meetin heaven. Do this for their 
Redeemer’s sake, aud to thy great name shall be the glory. 


—_- —— 


ALBANY MORAL SOCIETY. 


3+ 


The annual Meeting of the “ Albany Society for the suppression of Vice 
and Immorality ” was held in the North Dutch church on Friday 
evening, 6th October, when an appropriate sermon was deliveres! 
by the Rev. John De Witt. 


‘i‘he committee appointed to prepare the annual report submitted 
the following :— 


As a statement of the principal transactions of ihe Society will be 
delivered to the members in a printed form, there will remain little 
else to be reported, of what has been done this year. 

It is a matter of congratulation to observe-the number of Societies 
formed on the plan of this since its instituticn, and the zeal of their 
members as evinced by their transactions communicated to us. The 
siinpie fact that so many persons, as Compose these Societi ‘8, have 
stepped forward before the public, to set their countenances ageinst all 
vicious habits and practices, ntust have a salutary effect on the mo- 
rats of the community. Buta much greater good is to be expected 
from the prudent measures they will pursue to attatn their ends, so 
important to the welfare of our country. And we have reason to be- 
lieve that the endeavors of this Society have not been altogether fruit- 
less. If will be seen that the number of our members is very re- 
epectable, and it will doubtless receive a continued accession ot such 
as cap properly appreciate the duty of benefitting the community in 
every way whieh opportunities such as that which is now presented 
may open to them; and that the community may be benefitted by 
such associations no ove, it is presumed, will enteriain a doubt. A 
certain degree of ‘success, however small, must follow their eforts, and 
thus some approximation must be made to the complete extirpation 
of vice, and although in the present state of human nature we can 
never reach so far, yet this consideration cannot be permitted to les- 
son the duty of using every means of approaching it as near as possi- 
hie. Every step towards it, little as it may he, is ofsuch consequence 
that it cannot be conscientiously neglected by any one duly sensible 
of the duties he owes to his fellow creatures and to his creator. But 
when there is a prospect of making successive advances nearer and 
nearer to this creat eud, the duty shows itself of such magnitude that 


plans for accomplishing the important objects at- which these Socie- 
ties aim (and laboured to put them in execution,) and we must believe 
that none of their labors have been altogether useless. But for them 
the world would doubtless now be in 2 comparative state of barbarism. 
The probability, nay even the possibility, of the great good which 
this, with other similar Societies, may in this manner do, ought there- 
fore to animate its members in prosecuting their laudable undertakings, 
and forbid them to look back, after having put the hand to the plough, 
but we need not rest on probabilities and possibilities; there is a cer- 
tainty that we can do good by these Societies, if there be no relaxation 
ia the zeal which has as yet manifested itself in them, and if that zeal 
be governed by the sober dictates of prudence. 


Respectfully submitted. 


After which the Scciety proceeded to the election of their ofeers, 
when the following gentlemen were elected for the ensuing year. 
Simeon De Wert, President. 
Curster Buikiery, Corresponding Secretary. 
Sotomon Sarrn, Recording Secretary. 
Joun M’Miuuan, Treasurer. 


COUNCILLORS. 


fon. Philip S. Van Rensselaer, Hon. John Tayler, Wiiliam 
A. Tweed Dale, William Fryer, Dudley Walsh, Peter Boyd, 
John Weodworth, E. F. Backus, Marshal Jones, James Rodgers, 
Wiliam M’Harg, Theodore Sedrwick, John Bogart, Joseph Alcxan- 
der, Peter Milthench, Wiltiam Mayell, Archibald M’Intyre, John 
Taylor, John Brinckerkoj, John M’Lachlan, John Boardman. 





——— 


AWFUL PROViDENTIAL VISITATIONS. 


THE STORK. 


The following additional! account of the efects of the storm in Pre- 
vidence, R. I. is copied fromthe R. I. American, of Sept. 26 :— 
Weybosset bridge was entirely carried away about 10 o’clock. 
Every vessel in port, with two exceptions, were driven from their 
moorings. ‘Uhirty-five sail, including 4 ships (one of them over 500 
tons) 9 brigs, 7 schooners, snd 15 sloops, now form a melancholly, 
dismantled fine at the head of the Cove. One of them drified 
within the limits of North-Providenee; and, strange as-it m?y ap- 
pear, Pieasant-atrect is the anchorage ground for a burthensome sloop. 
Our wharves, en which were stored the riches of every clime, ex- 
hibit the most sad and repulsive aspect. Searecly a vestige remains 
of the stores (many of {hem very spacious) which crowded the wharves 
bordering on. Weyhosset-street. Most of those south of the Market- 
House to India Point shared a similar fate. 

Mary of cur streets, but a few days since the theatre of virtuore 
and prosperous enterprize, are almosi harvicadoed by an accumulation 
of lumber, scows, boats, &e. and peopled by busy sufferers who are 
anxious to identify, reclaim and preserve their property. 

The sufferings and losses of the inhabitants at Eddy’s Point were . 
very severe. Several dwelling houses were divested by the pitilcss 





whe neglect of it must appear ¢riminal in the highest degrce. 


storm, of every article of provision, clothing and furnitere, 
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The damage susiaiaed at India Point was very extensive. The 
valuable distillery there is rendered inoperative for many months. 

o Mill bgidge, at the North End, is rendered impassible for any but 

foot passengers ; and the upper works of the bridge at India Point are 


entirely goye. 


The third story of the Washington Insurance Office, occupied by. 


Mount Vernon Lodge, was much injured, being perforated by the bow- 
sprit of the ship Ganges, when she rushed with impetuosity up the 
river. This handsome building was otherwise, but not materialty, in- 
jured. 

The Rev. Mr. Williams’ Meeting House, situated in a very expos- 
ed place, received considerable injury, and, had the tide continued to 
rise a few minutes longer, must inevitably have swelled the catalogue 
of devastation. 

The second Baptist Meeting House, injudiciously located near {he 
water, was totally destroyed by the winds and waves, and the relicks 
are now to be seen in our streets. 

The elegant fence which incloses the First Baptist Meeting House 
was injured in several places, by fhe fall of surrounding poplars, but, 
to the astonishment of every one, the magopificent spirit of that superb 
edifice still towers sublime. 

We do not learn that any other public buildings have sustained 
material damage. 

Chimnies, trees, fences, &c. were prostrated in every direction. 

We are happy to state that amid this war of elements and wreck 
ef matter, only two persons were losi—Mr. David Butler and Mr. 
Reuben Winslow, who were unhappily drowned at India Point. 

It is computed that Five Hundred buildings of various descriptions 
have been dostroyed 

The loss consequent upon this sad calamity is estimated at a mil- 
lion and a half of dollars. 

We forbear, on the present occasion, to name a single sufferer, as 
every one must directly or imdirectly participate in a calamity so ex- 
tensive. Many poor men have lost their all. ‘he thrifty tradesman, 
who, but a few days since, had opulence and eminence in perspective, 
beholds himself all but a bankrupt—and the wealthy merchant feels 
that his losses must teach him prudence, even in the dispensation of 


his charities. 
—-_-- 
STONINGTON. 

The New-London Gazttte, of Sept. 27, gives the following account 
of the effects of the gale at Sronineron. 

The storm raged with great violence. Every vessel in the harbor 
went on shore. Amongst thema large new ship belonging to Mr. G. R. 
Hallam; a schr. from Richmond, loaded with flour; a schr. from the 
W. 1. belonging to Baltimore, laden with W. 1. goods, and a sehr. 
from Green-Island, Jaden with fish. The Baltimore schooner went to 
pieces; the crew drifted on the beach, and were saved by the people 
on shore.— About 30 buildings, large and small, were destroyed or cun- 
siderably injured. But the most heart rending scene, was a dwelling- 
house floating off with its inhabitants. It was occupied by Mr. Ben- 
jamin Morrell, ship builder; whose heart rended by the first cries of 
distress, led him from liome to the relief of his neighbors, thouglrtless 
of the impending destruction of his family. Soon the sea surrounded 
his dwelling, and before relief could be given, it was swept froin its 
foundations, and its wretched inhabitants, Mrs. Morrell, and child, 
and a Mice Mott, of Block Island, were buried in a watery grave. 


ae 


NORWICH. 


From Norwich, (Conn.) Sept. 26; we learn the following particu- | 


lars :— ; 
The most destructive gale of wind within the memory of the oldest 

inhabitant, was experienced in this town on Saturday morning last. 
The wind, during ‘most of the week, had blown moderately from 

ihe eastward, with pleasant) weather unti! Thursday, when it became 


cl uncommonly“faw and cold for the season. On Friday 
morning an to rain, Wwhfe continued the whole day. At night 
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it blew fresh at N. E. gradually increasing until about 8 o’clock on 
Saturday morning, when it veered to E. S. E. and blew with the most 
tremendous fury from that point to W. S. W. until near 12, when it 
abated—the waters receded, and left the wharves and street adjacent 
covered with every species of wreck and lumber. 

‘The damage done in this town and neighborhood by the violence 
of the wind and the extraordinary rise of the tide, is great beyond 
precedent. Scarcely a store on the wharves has escaped uninjured. ~ 
some of them have been entirely swept away—and goods to a con- 
siderable amount damaged or destroyed. ‘The water on the wharves 
andin Dover street was four feet higher than can be remembered on 
any former occasion. ‘I'o those aequainted with the place it may be 
sufficient to state, that the cellars in Davison’s Buildings were com- 
pletely filled. "The water beat over the wharf bridge with incredible 
force. Its depth there was at least six feet; and such was its fury, 
from the action of the wind, that the market and a store adjoining 
were carried away. Immense numbers of trees, of every description, 
were levelled to the earth—as also fences in all directions, 
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WORCESTER. 
The Worcester Gazette, of September 27, says— 


On Tuesday evening last, a heavy storm commenced, accompanied 
hy a strong North east wind, which had been blowing from that quar- 
ter jor 24 hours prior to the commencement of rain. Early on Satur- 
day morning, the wind increased in violence, and the rain descended 
in torrents, and continued with but short intermissions until about 
hail past ten o'clock, when the rain abated, and the wind suddenly 
shifted to the S. E. and blew a perfect hurricane, prostrating in ifs 
course, not only the trees which have been reared by the hand of 
man for fruit and shade, but uprooting the sturdy growth of forest 
trees, planted by the hand‘of nature, some of which have withstood 
the storms ofa century. Chimnies, and some whole buildings, were 
blown down, and others injured by the falling of trees. Many win- 
dows were broken by the seed halls of the buttomwood or sycamore 
tree, which were driven through them by the wind. We have not 
learned the extent of this destructive tempest, Lut have traced a co- 
lumn of more than sixty miles in width, with nearly the same devasta- 
tion. Neither the memory of man, nor the annals of the country, can 
furnish any parallel to this storm. The period of destruction lasted 
about an hour. The wind came in gusts with increasing violence un- 
til its utmost height, when if gradually subsided to a gentle breeze. 
A circumstance worthy of remark, and which was extensively noti- 
ced, was a suffocating current of air, as from a hot bath, whieh ac- 
companied the middle stage ofthe tempest. The loss of fruit trees, and 
those cultivated for the shade and ornament of this town, is great; 
but the destruction of forest trees is incalculable. From the best in- 
formation we can obtain, it may be estimated. that the ordinary con- 
sumption of ten vears of the whole town will not exhaust the wood 
which is now prostrate. 

The same paper of the 4th mst. says— 

Since our last we have heen informed of some particulars in regard 
to the late storm, which, we think, show the force and violence of the 
wind beyond any thing which has vet been mentioned. It was noti- 
ced that the water which fell in Uxbridge, Grafton, Worcester, and 
Sterling, was strongly impregnated mith salt. An incrustation on 
the windows was noticed by many; and the grapes in a garden in 
Worcester had a perceptible taste of salt on their surface. A flock of 
gulls (a species of bird which never leaves the neighbourhood pf the 
sea, except by violent stress of weather) was seen on Saturday, alter 
the storm, in a meadow near the street, in Worcester. Another flock 
was seen ahout the same time in Grafton. Toward evening they 
took wing in a direetion to their own element. 





From the Commercial. ADVERTISER—S<Pl. 28. 


THE LA'TE GALE. 
We have been favored with the following extract of a letter from 
Joun Cocarsaaty, Jun. Esq, to his brother in this city, dated 





eee 
i>) —< CO mt cy wees BE 8 eee ow a 


—_ 
_— 
— 


pe 
gig 


the 








TEE°CHRISTIAN VISITANT. 


“ New-Bedford, Sept. 24—evening. 


“}t is painful to describe even the partial effects of the awful calam- 
ity with which this town was yesterday visited. At 6 o'clock in the 
morning the wiad blew fresh at S. EB. aad had the appearance of a 

ale; at ten o’clock it became very severe, and continued to increase 
in violence until 12 o'clock at voon, when it had risen to the fury of 
the most awful gale ever experienced by the oldest inhabitant of the 
town. The tide rose to au unprecedented height, ard soon overflow- 
ed all the wharves; the shipping, torn away aud dashing against each 
other by the fury of the waves, were precipitated aguiust the stores, 
and in a few minutes all was one wide waste of wreck, ruin, and de- 
vastation. ‘he loss to this place is immense; the sufferings by the 
late war, though great, are not to be compared with it. Every wharf 
and store near the water is destroyed. Both the large three story 
store-houses on Mr. Rotch’s wharves are entirely swept away; as al- 
so the south store, occupied by Weston Howland, Chs. Church, and 
others; the north store was biown completely over into the river, and 
immediately crushed to pieces; the store of John A. Parker, with all 
its valuable contents, is also gone; the packet Emily now lies on its 
foundation. ‘he large store of Seth Russel & Sons, on Smith’s wharf, 
near the briige, was entirely destroyed by the old French ship Har- 
ponier driving agaiust it; in a very few minutes it was swept out of 
sight up the river in ten thousand pieces. ‘Lhe ship Ann Alexander 
lies on the top of John Howland’s wharf; three large schooners and 
two sloops are now lying on Mr Reich's whari—one of the slodps 
lay at anchor— she drove over two wharves, aud now lies bottom up- 
wards on Mr. R’s. wharf; a young woman from Falmouth on board 
was drowned. Theship Augusta broke from the wharf and drove on 
Fish’s Island; a large new ship lying at Belleville wharf was driven 
up inte ihe adjacent street; one sloop drove quite up to the avenne 
leading from our father’s house to the river ;——the roof and chimney 
of his kitchen were blown off, but providentially none of the famil: 
sere injured ;—the lower part of his farm, lying on the river, is liter- 
ally covered with the broken fragments of houses, stores, the ruins of 
the bridge, &c. Every vestige of the bridge connecting this town 
with Fairhaven, was swept a\vay soon alter the gale commenced, as 
was also the bridge at the head of the river, togetheravith the whole 
of Dr. S. Perry’s valuable salt works, ‘Che east end of one of the 
rope. walks was blown away, together with a considerable quantity of 
hemp. ‘The dwelling house of Benjamin Fuller, with all its furniture, 
was driven into the river and dashed to pieces. ‘he large poplars 
in front of my house, were torn up by the roots and throwo agains’ 
the house, dashing to pieces the lence and wisdows. ‘This is indeed 
but a faint Gescription of the awful scene. Alas! itis not the worst 
part of it; six persons were drowned, in sight of their coors, 


“4 


Win. 
Macey of Nantucket perished in endeavoring to save a poor drowning 
female; Marmaduke ‘Tinkh ium, an aged, respeetable man, his son and 
nephew, together with a young man of the pame of rip, and the 
young woman above mentioned.——The calamity has been as severe 
in proportion in the neighboring towns, Fairhaven, Westport, Matta 
poisett, &. one church and mauy dwelling-hoases blown down. At 
Westport four men were drowned. We tremble for the fate of your 
cily. Boston we learn is a wreck. ‘Ihe gale was indeed awful, be 
yond description; the stoutest heart seemed to be appalled; the foun 
tains of the mighty deep to be broken up. Pew dared venture out of 
their dwellings, to save property, or to assist those who might be in 


It was the power of the Almighty, and who or what could re- 
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peril. 
gist it 
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From the N. Y. Evewtne Posr. 
THE LATE GALE. 
Extract of aletter from a gentleman in Bristol, CR. I.) dated Sept. 25, 
to his frievil in this eity. 
Ou Saturday the 23d, God Almighty was. pleased to visit us with 
the most tremendous hurricane and inundation ever known in New- 
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England. The gale commenced ia the morning at E. 8. E. At 9 
o'clock it blew violently, and the tide was at common high water 
mark, then haviog three hours to risc. Having ne property exposed 
myself, { immediately went to your wharf, to advise and assist your 
gentlemen. Every possible exertion was made by them to save the 
property on and about the wharf, but allin vain. The water rose 
about three feet an hour till past 11 o’clock. The wind then came 
round as usual at high water, at 5. W. and the sea was such as cannot 
be described but by its effects. First, to begin down town—Isaac 
Liscom’s family lost all their boat building works.—Samuel Glading’s 
stores were all swept away.—Charles D’Woll’s store was knocked in 
underneath and his goods to a considerable amount lost—his kitchen 
chimney undermined and koccked down with the kitchen—his cellar 
filled with waler and all in it destroyed. Babbet’s fine range of stores 
from the centre to the west end totally levelled, and forty thousand 
dollars worth of sugar, &c. totally lost. Mr. Leonard lost every cent 
in his store, all his books, post-office papers, and 600 dollars public 
morey, by trusting to the safety of his upper story. Every building 
from Babbet’s wharf to the market (excepting Mr. Hatt’s dwelling- 
house) was shivered into a million of atoms. ‘The market fell down, 
but is not injured. Wm. D. Weils’s lower store and Col. Throop’s 
shop are levelled to the ground and totally destroyed—James D’ Woif’s 
yellow store and cooper’s shop are both swept entirely off with all 
their contents. Royal Diman’s south store stands—his north store 
amd crib totally gone; Captain Wilson’s store is much damaged; Na~ 
thaniel Wardweli’s stores; some entirely gone, and others the lower 
story all stove in by the sea; Nathaniel Gladding’s, Nicholas Peck’s, 
Thomas Church’s and Parker Borden’s stores, all the lower stories 
knocked to pieces by the sea, and all the goods therein Jost or dama- 
ged. Judge Howlani’s store and barn, and Judge Bosworth’s store, 
together with John Read’s barn and other buildings, are all destroyed 
and gone. Now you will say, where are the fragments? I will tell 
you. There isa huge pile ofthe mingled ruins from ‘Vhomas Church’s 
meadow in front of his house, all round the head of the mill pond, in 
Hazard’s meadow, Samuel Reynold’s field and Newton Walddn’s car- 
deu on one side of the main road; and on the other side, Ahe! Jones? 
carden and meadow, Jonathan Fales’s lot, and Judge Reynolds’s land 
are equally filled with fragments, ‘To give you some idea of the sea, 
Wu. DWoll’s brig Juno, 160 tons, drove irom his wharf and she 
with the ‘Loadlish (after taking J. D’Woli’s yellow store with them) 
went weross Roys) Diman’s wharf, and the Juno brought up against 
Wardwell’s new brig which was sunk at his dock, the Toadfish broueht 
up against her, aud now lies very safe, with her lop gallant yards 
uthwart, exacily on Col. Wardwell’s whar!, just below his still house 
with George Munro’s sloop alongside of ber. ‘Whe brig Richard, land. 
ed and ready for sea, broke from the wharf, drove up the head of the 
Herbour, over nrost of the wharves, anid went over the causeway he- 
tween the Spider Windmi! aie 5. wWohite’s_house, and naw stands as 
right up as a dish, in ‘T’, Chureh’s meadow, at the head of the mill 
pond, not much injured. ‘I’. Church’s brig went over the town bridge 
and hack, and then went across Hardisg’s Garden, and brought up in 
Newton Waldron’s garden, at the mill-pond. he Macdonouch pars 
ted both her cables and went ashore on Georges’ Farm; she is some 
injured——hut Capt. Carr, who has examined her, says,. she can be cot 
off without great expense. 1 compute the whole loss of property in 
this town at 159,000 dollars—perhaps more. Jacob Babbett is ihe 
greatest sufferer; B. Bosworth and Morice suffered severe loss, and se 
did Nathaniel Wardwell, Gladding, &c. Four lives were lost, viz. 
John Read, Hepry Bosworth, and William Harding, jun. and a boy. 
Our town is in great disiress. 
—<>+o-— 
New-London, October 4, 1815, 
PHENOMENA OF THE TEMPEST. 

The brooks which run through this place continue to he brackish, 
Some wells in the country which afforded excellent water have be- 
come brackish. It is state? by persons of varacity, that several wells 
in this place whieh bad a plenty of waier previously, were nearly dry 
vhile the tempest raged. : 
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It is supposed by many persons in this city, that there was a shock 


of an earthquake during the storm. ; 
Near’ Mr* Haughton’s tavern, Montville, seven miles from this 


place, is a bridge of a single arch built of heavy stone, over a small 
run of water, In the storm, one side of the bridge gave way, not from 
the effect of water, there being but very little, and what is very extra- 
ordinary a stone weighing several tous was driven up the stream a rod 


in a direct line. 
Such was the violence of the storm, that the large fishing rocks at 
point Judith were removed from their beds, in which nature perhaps 


planted them. 
a 


OBITUARY. 
—<= 


SCOTLAND. In Greenock, on the Istof December last, Griits M’Kenunie, aged 
104, supposed to be the last of the warriors who fought with Prince Charles, in 1745. 


ENGLAND. July 2ist, Lady Hanrizr Ackxcanp, aged 66. Many, says the Boston 
Centinel, will recollect the exemplary conduct of this lady, in attending on her husband, 
Major Ackland, of the British army, who was wounded and takeu prisoner in one of the 
actions which preceded the surrender of Burgoyne, in 1777. The hardships she then en- 
countered, though a lady of the most tender and delicate frame, were the theme of gene- 
ral remark. 

MASSACHUSETTS. In Newburyport, Sept. 29th, greatly lamented, respected and 
Deloved, says the VV. E. Palladium, Micasan Sawver, M.D. &. He was born, A. D. 
1738, and graduated at Harvard University, 1756. Possessing a vigorous mind, enrich- 
ed by liberal and learned endowments, with a deportment and manners dignified and con- 
ciliating, he early acquired an extensive business and reputation as a Physician, which he 
deservedly maintained throughont his long professiona! course. He was zealously devoted 
to the interests of Science and Humanity, and was associated to our most respectable in 
stitutions for the advancement of these objects. His reading and research embraced 
much of general knowledge and literature as well as his peculiar science, and formed the 
constant relaxation and delight of his leisure hours. He was social and cheerful in his 
intercourse, warm in his friendships, and in his family relations most affectionate and ex- 
emplary. In the exercise of his Profession, the claims on him for grajuitous services were 
large~ they were never withheld, and in the chambers of indigence and disease his be- 
nevolent counsels and aid often revived the drooping head and cheered the aching heart. 
His arduous and active duties necessarily confined him to private life: Noman, how- 
ever, loved his country more, and few understood her interests betier, or weighed them 
with more enlarged views and sounder judgment: His principles of religious faith were 
early imbibed, and afterwards strengthened by unusual attention to theological inquiry. 
"They produced in him a Belief and Piety undeviating, sustained him in many severe af- 
fictions, and failed him not to his latest moments.——Thus has closed a life eminently 
useful, of unblemished honour, of rectitude irreproachabie, presenting no mean example 
and incentive, while to those who most deeply feel this loss, it must afford, amidst min. 
gied grief and regret, the truest and best consolation.—-CONNECTICUT. In Enfield, 
#2: mentioned in a former Visitant, on the 7th Sept. the Rev. Nenzwiau Pacpven, having 
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| indeed, I may say, with great joy. 








nearly completed the 66th year of his age, and the 33d of his miuistry. He was a lineat 
descendant of the venerable Peter Prudden, the first minister of Milford, and one of the 
illustrious founders of the colony of New-Haven. At the tine of Mr. Pruddeu’s settle. 
ment at Enfeld, that tow had been long rent with religious contentions. The congre- 
ation which called him to the ministerial work was small, and their union was imperfect, 

nder his ministry, by the divine blessing, they have become a united, uumerous and 
prosperous people. ‘ Blessed are the peace-makers: for they shall be called the chi!- 
dren of God.” His funeral was attended on the day following his decease, by the mini. 
sters in the vicinity, and a large collection of people frow that aud the neighbouring 
towns, The sermon was from Rev. v. ii. 10. last clause, by the Rev. Thomas Robbias, of 
East-Windsor. [Connecticut Courant }——-NEW-YORK. At Painted Post, August 31st, 
Mr. Axcer, M’Cart. In a letter trom a friend, who was with Mr. M’Uall during his 
fast illness, it is stated, that ** Throughout his long and distressing illness, he was all pa- 
tience and-resignation. He expected death—but he expected it with great composure ; 
He often told me, that his accounts, in relation to a 
future world, had been made up while in health. Re ying on the mercy of God, through 
Jesus Christ, he confidently expected eternal life. His tine, during his sickness, was 
priacipally employed in devotional exercises, in hearing sermons read, singing pralme, 
prayer and religious conversation. He convérsed, as usual, until half « minute before his 
death; when with great calmness and composure he committed his soul to God, atid died 
wjthout a groan,” “Let me die the death of the righteous, and jet my lest end be like 
his :?’—for, ‘* Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his samts.”.——-NEW. 
JERSEY. In Sidney, Hunterdon co. in the 85th year of hie age, Cuartes Coxe, Esq. 
formerly an enterprising merchant, of Philadelphia. Mf Coxe, in the course of forty. 
seven years residence at his seat in New Jersey, has filled various public employments 
with advantage to bis country and honour te himself; particularly from the first com- 
mencement of the political struggles of this countrys in 1774, till the end of the revoluti- 
onary war, when he declined all public employment except the commission of the peace. 
He wasaman of great seriousness in religion, and of much liberality ; worshipping his 
Maker in the Churches of those Societies which were nearest to him, though often not 
that in which he was educated.——VIRGINIA. In Richmond, Sept. 21st, Samvec 
Suipnerp, Esq. late Atditor of Virginia. Mr. 8. was a native of Boston, where his mo- 
ther aud relatives still live-—but he had been a resident of this State for the last 29 years, 
durivg which period he had uniformly been in the public service. with tae exception of the 
last ten months. His indefatigable assiduity had so far worn down his constitution, that 
he he was led to resign the Office ef Auditor of Public Accounts, to the last Legislatare— 
but he retired too late. His constitution was so fur wasted, that his life nas fallen a vie- 
tim to his labours. As an officer, Mr. S. has left those traces of zeal and abilities beliind 
him, which no time will be able to efface. Asa man, he was universally respected, 
* The elements were mixed up so gently in him,’’ that be had not an enemy is the 


world, 
IN THIS CITY. 


On 28th September, Mrs. Tazitua Brows, wife of Mr. Edward Brown, merchant, of 


this city, aged 37 years 

On Tuesday the 3d inst Mr. Tuomas Bowir, a native of the parish of Falkirk, Scot- 
land, aged 53 years, : 

On Saturday, the 7th inst. Mr. Narnanixt Bennaro Brake, son of the late Mr. Na- 
thaniel Biake, of Hartford, Con. aged 20 years. 

On the 16th Sept. Mr, Wittiam Newewe, aged 41 

On the 27th Sept. Mr. Joun Mauscrart, aged 57 years and 3 months. 

On Weduesday the 11th inst. Mr. Asa Eoerton, merchant, aged 36. 

In the Aimshouse, on Wednesday last, Mr- S:maon Haut, a pative of Rhode Island. 


<<a 
POETICAL DEPARTMENT. 


SELECTED. 


—> 
Drom the Boston Cextinet, Oct. 3. 


THE STORM. 
Q@YMPLE ADDRESS, IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE GALE. 


TO MY HOME. 


Safe—en the plain’s protected breast, 

The portals of my mansion rest, 

‘With trembling tenderness of form, 
@utlive the bard, and-hurrying storm ; 
While on the firm hill’s cultur’d side, 
Is crush’d the seat of taste and pride. 


To God the powerless poor belong; 
He shields the weak, and smites the strong; 





se 


Without his will ne sparrow falls, 

. Whose shelter was thy friendly walls, 
My Home—if quiet reigns with thee, 

W hat are the storms of life to me ! 

So in the frail Ark’s tranguil view, 

The whirlwinds of the deluge blew ;—- 
Hurtless they blew-—of Heaven the care, 
The Dove of Peace still rested there ;— 
Rested—while danger’s darts were hurl’d 
Tostrike the chosen of the world. 


And yet, from earth no joy shall rise 
Without the atoning sacrifice, 
For low the favorite elms are laid, 
Which wrapp’d me in their folding shade, 
W hile the rich fruit-tree’s nectar’d store 
Will wave its blooming gold no more. 


Thoug! vot a charm with polished grace 
Smile op thy changed, and cheerless face, 
I love thee—that no passion rude 
Profanes thy sacred solitude : 
I love thee—that noenvious Eye 
Regards thee-—with a passing Sigh— 
I love thee for the friends sincere 
W hose voice of blessing greets me here, 
Rut most, that to my haunts are given 
That calm which looks from earth to Heavea, 


Nor for the fair, the firm, the high, 
Does pity come with pleading eye ; 
To me thy faded form is dear 
As Nature ia her vernal year, 

And dear its altering gloom to me— 
For all I love must change---like thee, 
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